
NAPSA Scam Advice Forum    January 2026
Topic: Financial Decision Making in Older Age: A Neuropsychology Perspective

Guest: Duke Han, PhD, is a board-certified clinical neuropsychologist and tenured Professor of Psychology, Family Medicine, Neurology, and Gerontology at the University of Southern California. His research focuses on cognition and decision making in aging, with attention to factors that increase vulnerability to financial exploitation and dementia-related risk.  Dr. Han directs an NIH-funded research program integrating neuroimaging, cognitive neuroscience, and behavioral economics. He holds leadership roles with the USC Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center and several national and international research initiatives. He is Editor-in-Chief of The Journals of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences & recipient of the Paul B. Beeson Career Development Award/National Institute on Aging.
Co-Hosts: Steve Baker and Debbie Deem

Sign up for Steve’s weekly ‘www.Bakerfraudreport.com’ for news/trends/ arrests/prosecutions worldwide on transnational organized crime frauds/scams.        

National Elder Fraud Hotline (U.S. DOJ) 	1-833-372-8311National federal hotline for adults 60 and over to report fraud and providing support and resources/safety tips. Help with filing IC3 and FTC reports. Language line.  https://ovc.ojp.gov/program/stop-elder-fraud/providing-help-restoring-hope	

Report Fraud to Local Police/Adult Protective Services (APS) as Well as One or More of These Federal Govt. Databases/Agencies
· www.ic3.gov				FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center
· www.reportfraud.ftc.gov    		Federal Trade Commission 
· www.identitytheft.gov			Report Identity Theft to the FTC
· https://www.uspis.gov/report		U.S Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) 1-877-876-2455
· If Crypto Investment Confidence Fraud/Crypto-Relationship Investment (Pig Butchering)- contact local U.S. Secret Service office, in addition filing a complaint with CryptoFraud@SecretService.gov and www.ic3.gov.
· FBI Guidance for Crypto-Currency Fraud Victims in Completing an IC3 report  https://www.ic3.gov/Media/Y2023/PSA230824

National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA) To find a consumer law attorney who specializes in various consumer rights/fraud victimization https://www.consumeradvocates.org/findanattorney/
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys https://www.naela.org/
2025 Recent IRS Advice on Taxing Stolen Money: https://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/news/nta-blog/irs-chief-counsel-advice-on-theft-loss-deductions-for-scam-victims/2025/04
Resources and Additional Information Related To Topic For This Month

Lachs, M. S., & Han, S. D. (2015). Age-Associated Financial Vulnerability: An Emerging Public Health Issue. Annals of internal medicine, 163(11), 877–878. https://doi.org/10.7326/M15-0882 Free to download here: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4769872/

Han, S.D., Boyle, P. A., Yu, L., Arfanakis, K., James, B. D., Fleischman, D. A., & Bennett, D. A. (2016). Grey matter correlates susceptibility to scams in community-dwelling older adults. Brain imaging and behavior, 10(2), 524–532. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11682-015-9422-4 Free to download here: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC4689662/

Fenton, L., Salminen, L. E., Lim, A. C., Weissberger, G. H., Nguyen, A. L., Axelrod, J., Noriega-Makarskyy, D., Yassine, H., Mosqueda, L., & Han, S. D. (2024). Lower entorhinal cortex thickness is associated with greater financial exploitation vulnerability in cognitively unimpaired older adults. Cerebral cortex (New York, N.Y. : 1991), 34(9), bhae360. https://doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhae360 Free to download here: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11371417/

Fenton, L., Weissberger, G. H., Boyle, P. A., Mosqueda, L., Yassine, H. N., Nguyen, A. L., Lim, A. C., & Han, S. D. (2022). Cognitive and neuroimaging correlates of financial exploitation vulnerability in older adults without dementia: Implications for early detection of Alzheimer's disease. Neuroscience and biobehavioral reviews, 140, 104773. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neubiorev.2022.104773 Free to download here: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9815424/

Speaking of Psychology: Financial scams: Why some older adults are at risk, with Duke Han, PhD (Episode 346, podcast). https://www.apa.org/news/podcasts/speaking-of-psychology/financial-scams

‘That’s just not her’: Study shows victimization in financial scams may predict Alzheimer’s. CNN Video News https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/10/health/video/early-alzheimers-detection-money-finance-wellness-digvid

National Alzheimer’s Coordinating Center. https://www.naccdata.org/  NACC functions as the centralized data repository, and collaboration and communication hub for the National Institute on Aging’s (NIA) Alzheimer’s Disease Research Centers (ADRC) Program 

Alzheimer’s Association https://www.alz.org/  Resource for families/helpers as well as those with various dementias. Includes helpline number 800.272.3900, available in 200 languages to help with confidential support, crisis assistance, local resources and information, 24/7.

National Task Group on Intellectual Disabilities and Dementia Practices (NTG)  https://www.the-ntg.org/
Advocates for needs of aging adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities at risk or who have been affected by Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia.

AARP- How To Keep A Loved One With Cognitive Decline, Safe From Scams: https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/protect-older-parents-from-scams/






Online Support and Connection Programs (Replacing their focus on Scam Contacts and ‘Relationships’)
· Dementia Action Alliance (Eden Alternative) https://daanow.org/virtual-engagements/  Offers online engagement programs for those living with dementia/MCI and their caregivers/partners.
· Memory Café https://dailycaring.com/memory-cafe-dementia-social-activities/ Focuses on social activities for those with dementia and caregivers by providing safe, engaging spaces where those with cognitive changes can enjoy meaningful activities and companionship without pressure and stigma.
· A Gathering of Minds: https://agatheringofminds.com is a place for people with Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI), early-stage Alzheimer's, or other neurological condition to be acknowledged 
for whom they are, not for the disability they have, through intellectual and social engagement in a safe, inclusive, online format.
· The National Resource Center for Engaging Older Adults (EngAGED) https://www.engagingolderadults.org/  is a national effort to increase the social engagement of older adults, people with disabilities and caregivers by expanding and enhancing the Aging Network’s capacity to offer social engagement.
· Commit to Connect  https://committoconnect.org/ The aim of the collaboration is to connect people living with isolation with programs and resources to build the social connections they need to thrive.   Also access their webinar on Serving People Living With Dementia (2022)  highlighting programs to stay engaged socially.  https://www.engagingolderadults.org/blog/2022/10/25/serving-people-living-with-dementia-takeaways-from-the-september-engaged-webinar 

Free National Online Fraud Support Programs 
· AARP Fraud Support Group   Support for those victimized and family members of these frauds: To register (you don’t have to be AARP member, no age restriction). 
· https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-victim-support-group/?cmp=RDRCT-CSN-FRD-NEW-SUPPORT_GROUP_PAGE
  
· FightCyberCrime   Free romance imposter fraud online peer support program, all ages.   https://fightcybercrime.org/programs/romance-scam-recovery-group/

· Fraud Awareness Network offers a weekly peer-to-peer program for those victimized by fraud age 60 and over, facilitated by Lifespan of NY’s Fraud Prevention Team. fraudnetwork@lifespanrochester.org or call 585-244-8400

· Give An Hour   Free online support programs for victims and loved ones with peer support, all ages.      https://giveanhour.org/financial-fraud/

· Cathy Wilson, Therapist Cathy Wilson, Therapist     https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com/
· Includes free YouTube video series for those victimized, and resources/videos for family members, mental health professionals, law enforcement, etc.   https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com
· https://www.youtube.com/@fraudpsychology/videos
· Mental health therapists: Learn about classes and certification for working with victims of fraud at www.fraudpsychology.org

· National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline   Dial or text to ‘988’ or 1-800-273-8255
· https://988lifeline.org/
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