NAPSA Scam Advice Forum  October 2025
Topic:  Steve Baker will explore the growing problem of timeshare fraud—how these scams work, who they target, and what can be done to help protect consumers and those victimized.

Co-Hosts: Steve Baker and Debbie Deem
Sign up for Steve’s weekly ‘www.Bakerfraudreport.com’ for news/trends/ arrests/prosecutions worldwide on transnational organized crime frauds/scams.        
National Elder Fraud Hotline (U.S. DOJ)   	1-833-372-8311 (Closed during partial govt. shutdown)
National federal hotline for adults 60 and over to report fraud and providing support and resources/safety tips. Help with filing IC3 and FTC reports. Language line.
· https://ovc.ojp.gov/program/stop-elder-fraud/providing-help-restoring-hope	

Report Fraud to Local Police/Adult Protective Services (APS) as Well as One or More of These Federal Govt. Databases/Agencies
· www.ic3.gov				FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center
· www.reportfraud.ftc.gov    		Federal Trade Commission 
· www.identitytheft.gov			Report Identity Theft to the FTC
· https://www.uspis.gov/report		U.S Postal Inspection Service (USPIS)
Or report 1-877-876-2455
· If Crypto Investment Confidence Fraud/Crypto-Relationship Investment (Pig Butchering)- contact local U.S. Secret Service office, in addition filing a complaint with CryptoFraud@SecretService.gov and www.ic3.gov.

FBI Guidance for Crypto-Currency Fraud Victims in Completing an IC3 report  https://www.ic3.gov/Media/Y2023/PSA230824
To find a consumer law attorney who specializes in various consumer rights/fraud victimization, contact the National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA) at https://www.consumeradvocates.org/findanattorney/
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys https://www.naela.org/
2025 Recent IRS Advice on Taxing Stolen Money: https://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/news/nta-blog/irs-chief-counsel-advice-on-theft-loss-deductions-for-scam-victims/2025/04/

Timeshare Fraud Victim Assistance And Warnings
· FTC Timeshare Scams: https://consumer.ftc.gov/node/77461
· FTC Selling Your Timeshare Infographic  https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0368-selling-your-timeshare-infographic
· FBI Timeshare Fraud:  https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/victim-services/national-crimes-and-victim-resources/timeshare-fraud
· Coalition for Responsible Timeshare Exit   https://responsibleexit.com/timeshare-developers/
· American Resort Development Association    https://arda.org
· Good General Advice from the California Attorney General’s Office (Consider reporting to your state’s AG’s office (or Consumer Fraud Departments with your state and county.  https://www.oag.ca.gov/consumers/general/timeshares
· Check out reviews on Better Business Bureau and Trust Pilot

Sites Discussing Individual Cases/Crimes

2025 Press release on DOJ indictments of Jalisco drug cartel members:  https://www.justice.gov/usao-edny/pr/senior-member-mexican-cartel-indicted-wire-fraud-money-laundering-and-terrorism
 
2023 Press release on FTC sweep of timeshare resale:  https://www.ftc.gov/node/46128
And review summary at https://www.ftc.gov/sites/default/files/attachments/press-releases/ftc-and-dozens-law-enforcement-partners-halt-travel-and-timeshare-resale-scams-multinational-effort/130606timesharechartactions.pdf
 
2023 NBC report on murders by cartel of workers doing timeshare resale who were killed for trying to leave- in MX:  https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/8-young-workers-drug-cartel-operated-call-center-killed-mexico-rcna88119

2016 FTC motion for a TRO in Pro Timeshare Resales:   https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/documents/cases/161222_j_william_enterprises_-_ex_part_mtn_tro.pdf


Free National Online Fraud Support Programs 
· AARP Fraud Support Group   Support for those victimized and family members of these frauds: To register (you don’t have to be AARP member, no age restriction). 
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-victim-support-group/	
  
· FightCyberCrime   Free romance imposter fraud 10-week online peer support program, all ages.   https://fightcybercrime.org/programs/romance-scam-recovery-group/

· Fraud Awareness Network National outreach offers a weekly peer-to-peer program for those victimized by fraud age 60 and over, facilitated by Lifespan of NY’s Fraud Prevention Team. www.fraudnetwork@lifespanrochester.org or call 585-244-8400

· Give An Hour   Free online support programs for victims and loved ones with peer support, all ages.      https://giveanhour.org/financial-fraud/

· Cathy Wilson, Therapist Cathy Wilson, Therapist     https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com/
· Includes free YouTube video series for those victimized, and resources/videos for family members, mental health professionals, law enforcement, etc.   https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com
· https://www.youtube.com/@fraudpsychology/videos
· Mental health therapists: Learn about classes and certification for working with victims of fraud at www.fraudpsychology.org

· National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline   Dial or text to ‘988’ or 1-800-273-8255
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