NAPSA Scam Advice Forum  Sept. 2025
Topic: Supporting Chronically Revictimize Older Victims of Transnational Fraud and Their Families.
 A chronically revictimized individual is someone repeatedly financially exploited by fraud predators, either by being deceived by the same type of fraud crime multiple times or in different types of fraud multiple times. This month staff from 4 national fraud support groups will share information about their programs, with a focus on those chronically revictimized.

Guests: 

Co-Hosts: Steve Baker and Debbie Deem
Sign up for Steve’s weekly ‘www.Bakerfraudreport.com’ for news/trends/ arrests/prosecutions worldwide on transnational organized crime frauds/scams.        
National Elder Fraud Hotline (U.S. DOJ)   	1-833-372-8311
National federal hotline for adults 60 and over to report fraud and providing support and resources/safety tips. Help with filing IC3 and FTC reports. Language line.
· https://ovc.ojp.gov/program/stop-elder-fraud/providing-help-restoring-hope	

Report Fraud to Local Police/Adult Protective Services (APS) as Well as One or More of These Federal Govt. Databases/Agencies
· www.ic3.gov				FBI Internet Crime Complaint Center
· www.reportfraud.ftc.gov    		Federal Trade Commission 
· www.identitytheft.gov			Report Identity Theft to the FTC
· https://www.uspis.gov/report		U.S Postal Inspection Service (USPIS)
Or report 1-877-876-2455
· If Crypto Investment Confidence Fraud/Crypto-Relationship Investment (Pig Butchering)- contact local U.S. Secret Service office, in addition filing a complaint with CryptoFraud@SecretService.gov and www.ic3.gov.

FBI Guidance for Crypto-Currency Fraud Victims in Completing an IC3 report  https://www.ic3.gov/Media/Y2023/PSA230824
To find a consumer law attorney who specializes in various consumer rights/fraud victimization, contact the National Association of Consumer Advocates (NACA) at https://www.consumeradvocates.org/findanattorney/
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys https://www.naela.org/
2025 Recent IRS Advice on Taxing Stolen Money: https://www.taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/news/nta-blog/irs-chief-counsel-advice-on-theft-loss-deductions-for-scam-victims/2025/04/

Free National Online Fraud Support Programs 
· AARP Fraud Support Group   Support for those victimized and family members of these frauds: To register (you don’t have to be AARP member, no age restriction). 
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-victim-support-group/	
  
· FightCyberCrime   Free romance imposter fraud 10-week online peer support program, all ages.   https://fightcybercrime.org/programs/romance-scam-recovery-group/

· Fraud Awareness Network National outreach offers a weekly peer-to-peer program for those victimized by fraud age 60 and over, facilitated by Lifespan of NY’s Fraud Prevention Team. www.fraudnetwork@lifespanrochester.org or call 585-244-8400

· Give An Hour   Free online support programs for victims and loved ones with peer support, all ages.      https://giveanhour.org/financial-fraud/

· Cathy Wilson, Therapist Cathy Wilson, Therapist     https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com/
· Includes free YouTube video series for those victimized, and resources/videos for family members, mental health professionals, law enforcement, etc.   https://www.scamsurvivorhealing.com
· https://www.youtube.com/@fraudpsychology/videos
· Mental health therapists: Learn about classes and certification for working with victims of fraud at www.fraudpsychology.org

· National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline   Dial or text to ‘988’ or 1-800-273-8255

· There is also what is believed to be the first fraud support program for those victimized in transnational frauds who live in Los Angeles or San Bernardino County, CA. 
· Contact Wise and Healthy Aging for more information at https://www.wiseandhealthyaging.org/
· “I’m Not Dead but I almost Died Last Night”:  Story describes the Wise Support Group model by the victim who helped to start it.  https://states.aarp.org/california/watch-read-real-life-recount-romance-scam-victim

Articles of Interest
· Cross, Cassandra. (2019). “You’re Not alone: The Use of Peer Support Groups For Fraud Victims”. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment. 29. 1-20. 10.1080/10911359.2019.1590279.  (Australia face to face group)

· Early ‘support’ programs for those victimized by Bernie Madoff and their families are discussed.
https://www.npr.org/2009/02/12/100601125/madoff-clients-find-comfort-bitterness-online

· The Coalition for Family Harmony in Ventura CA (a domestic violence program) also ran a very successful Romance Scam Support Group for 2 + years, ending only when they did not get enough referrals to sustain it. (Contact Debbie Deem for details).
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