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WHAT IS THE COURT ANGEL PROGRAM?

• Volunteer based guardianship monitoring program
• Confirms Wards’ well-being
• Ensures Guardians receiving adequate support and are 

referred to available resources



WARD GUARDIAN



A VOLUNTEER VISITOR PROGRAM

VOLUNTEERS
• Undergo criminal background 

check
• Attend training
• Supported by Court Personnel
• Communicate with Guardians
• Visit with Wards
• Complete Reports

PROBATE COURT
• Train Volunteers
• Support Volunteers
• Hold Quarterly meetings
• Review Volunteer Reports & 

Recommendations
• Follow up: Re-visit by Bailiff or 

Court Investigator; Review 
Hearing; Court Orders



WHY DO WE NEED COURT ANGELS?

• More than 47,000 guardianship cases statewide December 
2017

• Guardians of the Wards are comprised of family members,  
friends, or professional guardians  

• Professional guardians may be social workers or attorneys.



PROGRAM GOALS

•

Detect/Prevent:

• *Abuse
• *Neglect
• *Exploitation

• Support:

• *Wards
• *Guardians
• *Caregivers
• *Family

• Visits:

• *Visit each 
ward at least 
once per year

• *Visits to date: 
3000+ wards 
visited 



ADULT WARDS UNDER GUARDIANSHIP
+1800 WARDS IN STARK COUNTY, OHIO
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WHAT DOES A COURT ANGEL DO?
Court Angels devote 4 to 8 hours per month by:

• Stopping by the Court to sign out a prepared case summary - complete with 
information needed; 

• Calling the Guardian to make an appointment;

• Visits with and interviews the Guardian and the Ward – a sort of wellness check; 

• Returns to the Court to submit the Court Angel’s Report 
• 3 different locations & via email



103 TRAINED VOLUNTEERS 

Common Backgrounds Students
• Nursing
• Social Work
• Health Care Administration
• Psychology
• Ministry
• Education

• Gerontology
• Psychology
• Social Work
• Nursing
• Human Development &

Family Studies



4 PARTS OF A COURT ANGEL FILE

• Cover Form/Case Summary

• Judgment Entry

• Guardian’s Report

• Statement of Expert Evaluation 



COURT ANGEL COVER FORM


COURT ANGEL COVER FORM

Probate Case Number __________________



		Guardian:					

		Ward:							



		◌	Advocacy Protective Services, Inc.

◌	Coleman Professional Services

◌	Guardian Support Services, Inc.

		Address:						



		Address:					

									



								

		



		

		Facility (if any):					



		Telephone:					

		Telephone:						



		Date Guardianship Filed: 			

		



		

		Workshop: 	◌ Yes  ◌ No  Home After:		



		Name of Researcher:				

		◌ Verbal	◌  Non-verbal



		Date Confirmed:				

		Date Expert Waived (if applicable):			



		Notes of Interest:









LETTER TO 
GUARDIAN



JUDGMENT ENTRY








PROBATE COURT OF STARK COUNTY, OHIO





IN THE MATTER OF GUARDIANSHIP OF: ALEX  DOE 

CASE NO. 123456









JUDGMENT ENTRY APPOINTING COURT ANGEL VISITOR





This matter came on to be heard this day upon the Court's own motion. The Court finds that as the superior guardian a Court Angel Visitor is necessary to inquire into the circumstances   of the within guardianship.

It is   ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED:



I.		That a Court Angel Visitor is hereby appointed in this case and shall inquire into the current circumstances of the within ward and Guardian. This appointment shall continue until further order of the Court.

2. That the Court Angel Visitor shall make a written report to the Court of all relevant information concerning this guardianship.

3. That all persons involved with the guardianship shall cooperate with and assist the Court Angel Visitor in this information gathering function.



















DATE	HON. DIXIE PARK

PROBATE JUDGE









GUARDIAN’S REPORT 

• Guardians file an annual report 
in a form prescribed by the 
Court.

• Information includes addresses, 
number of times Guardian has 
had contact with Ward and any 
major changes

• Opinion of Guardian about 
continuation of Guardianship 



STATEMENT OF EXPERT EVALUATION 

• When a Guardianship is filed, 
documentation from a licensed 
professional is needed for the Court 
to determine if the proposed Ward is 
incompetent.

• Updated annually.  



REPORTING FORM

• Overall Assessment of 
Ward’s Care

Recommendations and 
Comments



INFORMATION FROM 
GUARDIAN

• Volunteer inputs details 
about the relationship 
between the Guardian 
and the Ward.



Volunteer’s Current Assessment 
of Ward Matrix



REVIEWING THE REPORT

• Recruiter reviews each Court Angel Report 
submitted. 

• Are there any changes needed in the Guardianship?
• Is the ward happy and well-cared for?



WHAT IF SOMETHING IS NOT RIGHT?
• Transmits data in reporting spreadsheet
• Recruiter sends Court Angel Report to Staff 

Attorneys
• Staff Attorneys review Report in conjunction with 

overall case
• Make recommendation of next steps to Judge Park 



PROGRAM DETAILS
• Volunteer Visitor Program began in 1990s
• Program restarted in 2005
• Currently Grant-funded: October 2016-September 2019
• Grant Source: Stark County Elder Justice Innovation Grant, 

Administration for Community Living, US Department of Health 
and Human Services

• For more information:
starkcountyohio.gov/probate/volunteers
Stark County Probate Court: 330-451-7752

http://www.starkcountyohio.gov/probate/volunteers


2018 COURT ANGEL VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON



MATERIALS AVAILABLE

• APPLICATION
• TRAINING MANUAL 
• REPORTING FORMS
• SAMPLE PRESS RELEASES
• BROCHURES
• SAMPLE PROMOTIONAL COLLATERALS
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