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Summary of Research  

Nationally, elder mistreatment and financial exploitation continue to be under-
reported, resulting in inaccurate prevalence and incidence statistics, and in-
creased suffering of older adults.  Important systemic factors contributing to this 
problem include the lack of valid, standardized assessment procedures, and 
state-specific definitions of various types of abuse, neglect, and exploitation. 
This presentation describes the development of EADSS, an Elder Abuse Deci-
sion Support System, that uses standardized measures and short screening 
forms to assess elder mistreatment and exploitation, and presents expected 
system outcomes such as increased convenience and efficiency and improved 
quality of assessments.   

Practice and Policy Implications  

Advances in assessment methodology and computer technology offer promis-
ing solutions to improve the identification and tracking of elder mistreatment and 
exploitation, as well as to reduce some barriers related to the responsive as-
sessment and delivery of services to victims.  

For Further Reading  
 
Conrad, K.J., Iris, M., Ridings, J.W., Rosen, A., Fairman, K., Anetzberger, G. (2011). Conceptual Model and Map of 
Psychological Abuse of Older Adults. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 23(02), pp. 147 -168. DOI: 
10.1080/08946566.2011.558784 
 
Conrad, K.J., Iris, M., Ridings, J.W., Langley, K., Anetzberger, G. (2010). Self-report Measure of Psychological Abuse of 
Older Adults. The Gerontologist,doi:10.1093/geront/gnq103 
 
Conrad, K.J., Iris, M., Ridings, J.W., Langley, K., Wilber, K.H. (2010). Self-Report Measure of Financial Exploitation of 
Older Adults. The Gerontologist, 50(6) 758-773, doi: 10.1093/geront/gnq054 
 
Conrad, K.J., Ridings, J.W., Iris, M., Fairman, K.P., Rosen, A., Wilber, K.H. (2011). Conceptual Model and Map of Fi-
nancial Exploitation of Older Adults. Journal of Elder Abuse & Neglect, 23(4):304-325. DOI: 
10.1080/08946566.2011.584045 
 
Iris, M., Ridings, J., Conrad, K.J. (2010). The Development of a Conceptual Framework for Understanding Elder Self-
Neglect. The Gerontologist, 50(3), 303-315. Doi: 10.1093/geront/gnp125. 

The NaƟonal Adult ProtecƟve Services Resource Center (NAPSRC) is a project (No. 90ER0002/01)  of the U.S. AdministraƟon on 
Aging, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), administered by the NaƟonal Adult ProtecƟve Services AssociaƟon 
(NAPSA).  Grantees carrying out projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and con‐
clusions. Therefore, points of view or opinions do not necessarily represent official AdministraƟon on Aging or DHHS policy. For 
more informaƟon and other Research‐to‐PracƟce briefs: hƩp://www.apsnetwork.org/naƟonal_resources/resource_center.htm. 

http://www.apsnetwork.org/national_resources/aps_resource_center.htm�

