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Summary of Research
The April 2011 webinar provided selected findings from this study funded by the National Institute on Aging. The work analyzed data regarding 429 reported sexual abuse cases that were
investigated by Adult Protective Services and/or licensing authorities in five states over six
months. The mean time elapsed between the alleged sexual abuse and the abuse reports was
six days, and the mean time elapsed between the alleged incidents and the start of the investigations was 10.7 days. Alleged victims ranged from 18 - 101 years, 59% of whom were female.
Only 11% were physically examined by a health care provider not employed by the involved facility following the alleged sexual assault. The most commonly offered intervention for alleged
victims was "no intervention," followed by case management and mental health counseling. Although 182 alleged victims disclosed sexual assault to abuse investigators, only 18% (N=78) of
the cases were substantiated. Among confirmed victims, the mean age was 58.7 years, and
74% were female. Although the studied cases occurred in settings including group homes, state
schools and psychiatric facilities, over half of those substantiated occurred in nursing homes.
The alleged sexual perpetrators (N=445) ranged from 16 - 96 years, with a mean age of 42.4;
74% were male. While 51% of the alleged perpetrators were facility employees, and 25% were
facility residents, of the confirmed perpetrators, 22% were employees and 60% were residents.
Only five arrests resulted, despite 83 substantiated sexual perpetrators.
Practice and Policy Implications
The findings underscore the importance of: a) improving APS investigative response times to
facility sexual abuse reports; b) skillful and comprehensive collection and analysis of evidence;
c) making timely, unbiased forensic medical examinations available to alleged victims; d) using
the correct standard of proof in making substantiation decisions; and e) offering appropriate intervention services to victims. Successful prosecution of these abuses is essential to promote
the overall safety of vulnerable adults in facilities. The finding that only five arrests resulted
demonstrates the need for increased law enforcement involvement and increased APS/law enforcement collaboration in facility sexual abuse cases.
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